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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection as set forth below. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: "the siphon 
insert" on lines 5-6 of claim 1 lacks antecedent basis in the claim; "which" on line 2 of 
claim 1 1 should be -the lower end,-; and "a siphon insert" in line 2 of claim 15 appears 
to be a double inclusion of "the siphon insert" on lines 5-6 of claim 1 . Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 9- 
21 164 (hereinafter Idota). 

In regard to claim 1, Idota discloses an odor trap for a waterless or low-flush 
urinal with a basin-shaped housing which is connected on an upper end to an inlet (see 
Fig. 1 , about the top left arrow about 36 and right arrow about 44) and on a lower end to 
an outlet (about the bottom downward arrow about 20) that leads to a drain line, with a 
siphon (see Fig. 1) that prevents the passage of gas from the outlet to the inlet, wherein 
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a siphon insert (34) has an overflow pipe (32) with an overflow edge (see Fig. 1). and 
deodorizing means (50) which is entirely located underneath the inlet and above said 
overflow edge in an essentially dry area of the odor trap (see Fig. 3), and wherein the 
deodorizing means odorizes the air underneath the inlet in the essentially dry area (the 
air about block 50). 

In regard to claim 2, the deodorizing means is a deodorizing insert (50). 

In regard to claim 3, the deodorizing insert is located under a cover (36). 

In regard to claim 4, the deodorizing insert (50) is solid body. 

In regard to claim 5, the solid body is a deodorizing block. 

In regard to claim 6, the deodorizing insert sits on a screen (the bottom of 44 with 
holes 48 and wall 46 is considered as a screen). 

In regard to claim 7, the screen, on its underside, has backwater means (the 
bottom wall), by which ascending odors can inherently be deflected outwardly. 

In regard to claim 8, the outside of the deodorizing insert, together with the cover, 
form a circulation space (the space between block 50 and wall 46 together with cover 
36) for un-deodorized air. 

In regard to claim 9, the deodorizing insert is held in place by fins on a cover (the 
tabs between holes 48 are considered as fins). 

In regard to claim 10, the odor trap further includes a downwardly extending inlet 
pipe (38) located underneath the inlet. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,727 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3751 

In regard to claim 1 1 , the inlet pipe has a mouth on a lower end, below which 
there is an upwardly curving wall (see Fig. 3, the curving wall about the bottom upward 
curving arrows) of a dip tube. 

In regard to claim 12, below the inlet there are circulation openings (48) through 
which ascending air can circulate. 

In regard to claim 13, the deodorizing insert is located in a replaceable siphon 
insert (34). 

In regard to claim 14. the inlet (see Fig. 3, in the inner left and right arrow at the 
top) is located in a collecting basin (44), which is inserted into a urinal basin. 

In regard to claim 15, on the underside of the collecting basin there is a siphon 
insert (38), which forms a replaceable unit with the collection basin. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicanrs disclosure. US 6,701,541, WO 2002/072967, and EP 1703031 disclose other 
odor traps for a urinal. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan N. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4892. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (10:00-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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